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The aim of the paper is to investigate mood choice and mood variation in complement clauses in Hungarian, arguing that semantic factors play a crucial role in mood selection. Traditionally the notion of mood is restricted to a category expressed in verbal morphology. Thus, it is formally a morphosyntactic category of the verb, but it has certain semantic functions that affect the meaning of the whole sentence. (Palmer, 1986) It is also widely acknowledged in the literature that the meaning of the matrix predicate determines the mood of the complement clause to a large extent. The present discussion is restricted to the indicative-nonindicative opposition in complement clauses, thus, I will not attempt to characterize the difference between the conditional and the subjunctive or the imperative, the latter are subsumed under the label ‘nonindicative’. 

The phenomena addressed in the paper can be summarized in the table below, representing the mood selection properties of various groups of predicates both in affirmative and negated matrix clauses: 

	Predicates 
	Indicative
	Nonindicative

	
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Affirmative
	Negative

	1. Factives
	+
	+
	-
	+?


	2. Perception verbs 
	+
	+
	-
	+?

	3. Assertives
	+
	+
	-
	+

	4. Epistemics 
	+
	+
	-
	+

	5. Fiction verbs
	+
	+
	-
	+

	6. Directives
	-
	-
	+
	+

	7. Permissives
	-
	-
	+
	+

	8. Purposives
	-
	-
	+
	+

	9. Desideratives 
	-
	-
	+
	+


The traditional realis/irrealis view of mood choice does not explain the mood selection properties of groups 4 and 5, thus the following questions arise:

· What kinds of factors influence mood choice?

· How can be explained the effect of negation upon mood choice?

In the present paper I investigate two hypotheses in order to address these questions. The first hypothesis states that veridicals are indicative licensing, while nonveridicals license nonindicative moods in their complement clauses. (Giannakidou, 1998) The hypothesis explains the difference between groups 5-9 and 1-2, but it does not capture the difference between groups 1-2 and 3-5. Thus the hypothesis has to be modified, the notion of relative veridicality is introduced. (Giannakidou, 1998) Now we gain natural classes, namely groups 1-2, 3-5, 6-9 that can capture the mood selecting properties of the predicates. Moreover, if we consider data about discourse anaphora (cf. Roberts 1989, 1997; Farkas 1992a) independent evidence is provided to differentiate the classes above, since indefinite NPs within the scope of nonveridical predicates cannot serve as antecedents to a pronoun appearing outside the scope of the predicate, while this observation does not hold for (relative) veridical predicates.

Let us turn now to our second problem, to the issue of negation. As we have seen, negation may influence the mood of the embedded clause. For instance, nem hisz ‘not believes’ as a composite operator is nonveridical, thus, nonindicative moods are expected and this prediction is borne out. However, a further phenomenon to be explained is mood variation within the group of epistemics, predicates belonging to this group allow both indicative and nonindicative moods under negation. The problem is that there is no difference between these predicates with respect to veridicality; mood variation is left unexplained. 

The second hypothesis is based on Kratzer’s theory of modality (1991), and its adoption to mood choice as suggested by Giorgi & Pianesi (1997). The hypothesis is the following: the presence of a nonempty ordering source licenses nonindicative moods, if the ordering source is empty, the degree of reality of the modal base is the decisive factor with respect to mood choice.

Predicates in group 6-9 have a nonempty ordering source, and as it is predicted, they induce the subjunctive. However, the nature of the ordering source cannot explain the difference between groups 1-2 and 3-5, and mood variation under epistemics is also left unexplained. In order to provide an explanation for this the other factor has to be considered. According to Giorgi & Pianesi (1997) 3 kinds of modal bases can be differentiated (assuming a Stalnakerian framework of context): weakly realistic, realistic, and totally realistic.

Factive predicates have a totally realistic modal base since their complements are presupposed, thus, the indicative is expected. Epistemics have an epistemic modal base that is usually realistic. Adopting Farkas’s proposal (1992b), two subclasses can be differentiated:

(1) 1. narrow epistemic possibility: the modal base is almost totally realistic (contra Farkas): elements of the derived context set are close to the actual world, they inherit almost all facts of the actual world. Predicates expressing positive attitudes with high degree of epistemic possibility belong here, and in the embedded clauses the indicative is expected.

(2) Valószínű,

hogy 
átmegy 
a 
vizsgán.

likely

 that 
pass.pres.IND the 
exam.

‘It is likely that he will pass the exam.’

2. wide epistemic possibility: the modal base is weakly realistic, the embedded proposition is allowed to be true in those worlds of the derived context set that depart from what is known of the actual world, the derived context set contains much more distant worlds. In the embedded clauses there is a tendency for nonidicative moods:

(3) Alig
elképzelhető, 
hogy 
#átmegy/átmenjen 
a 
vizsgán.

hardly
conceivable
that
pass.pres.IND/SUBJ
the
exam

‘It is hardly conceivable that he could pass the exam.’

When an epistemic predicate is negated, the embedded proposition is true in the complement set of those worlds where the embedded proposition of the corresponding affirmative sentence is true (in the derived context set), this fact explains the appearance of nonindicative moods, the most distant worlds come into play.

(4) Lehetetlen, 
hogy 
átmenjen 

a 
vizsgán.

impossible

that
pass.pres.SUBJ
the
exam

‘It is impossible that he will pass the exam.’

To sum it up: mood choice depends on the degree of reality of the modal base, whether the embedded proposition is true only in worlds that are further away
 from the actual world (in worlds that are incompatible with what is known of the actual world) or not, thus, an epistemic scale of predicates can be established. The indicative is licensed when we are closer to the actual world, while the subjunctive is related to more distant worlds.
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� In the case of factives and perception verbs matrix negation may result in a loss of factivity, and accordingly, mood variation may occur.


� The notion ‘distance from the actual world’ is to be formalized.





