Head movement in the Hungarian noun phrase?
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As is well-known, a number of languages exhibit movement of constituents inside their noun phrases (DPs). Thus, the orders of  determiners, adjectives and nouns can be different in languages such as English, French, Italian, Swedish, and Romanian depending on whether various D or Agr features are weak or strong and, consequently, whether or not they attract the respective adjectives and/or nouns. It is in this theoretical model that affixal articles can alternate with full prenominal determiners, or pronominal possessors can precede or follow possessed nominals.


Hungarian has as yet not been classified among the languages in which DP-internal head movement determines the relative order of nouns, adjectives, and other lexical heads. Although a lot of attention has been paid to the movement of possessor DPs and some attention to (anti)agreement phenomena (cf. Szabolcsi 1981, den Dikken 1999, É. Kiss 2000), one curious type structure has gone unnoticed. In DPs containing quantifiers and adjectives the usual order of A-N is reversed:

(1) a. 
vastag könyvek-et (olvas)

      b. 
vala-mi 
vastag-ot (olvas)


thick books-ACC reads


some-thing
thick-ACC (reads)


's/he's reading thick books'


's/he is reading something thick'







      c.
*vastag valami-t (olvas)

The same holds for phrases containing universal, free choice, wh-, or negative existential quantifiers, cf.: minden érdekes-et 'everything interesting-ACC', bármi hasznos-at 'anything useful-ACC', mi új-at 'what new-ACC', semmi okos-at 'nothing intelligent-ACC'. (Note that case suffixes are added so as to show where the DP ends and that these examples can all be inserted in the syntactic frame given in (1b).


The question arises whether these structures are a result of DP-internal movement, notably, head move​ment of  the nominal quantifier. This operation probably targets the head of the DP, since these constructions do not cooccur with articles or other determiners. An alternative proposal is to generate the quantifier in a left-peripheral position inside the DP and allow the occurrence of adjectives in their usual position. Note that unlike appositive structures, in which case marking occurs on both the noun and the adjective/numeral, in the case of this construction only one case affix is assigned. Derivation by ellipsis is also excluded. Moreover, these structures  require indefinite agreement with the transitive verb if in object position and cannot occur in the role of possessed nominals, unlike 'ordinary' quantifiers. Finally, non-nominal quantifiers are only possible in true elliptic structures, if at all, cf.:

(2) a.
?*bár-mennyi érdekes-et 
 (olvas)
b. ?*vala-milyen érdekes-et 
  (olvas)


   any-number
interesting-ACC reads
     some-quality interesting-ACC reads


'however many interesting (books) s/he reads'   's/he reads some interesting (book)'

The structures in (2) can only be construed  (and even then only marginally) if the the missing noun given in parentheses is understood in them, i.e. given in previous discourse.

This paper discusses three alternatives. (i) DP-internal N- or Q-movement as related to the well-known cases of head-movement in DPs along the lines of Bernstein (1993), Longobardi (1994) and related work. (ii) Qs generated in D, Det or Q in a DP structure more or less in line with Szabolcsi (1994). (iii) Some combination of (i) and (ii) in which the nominal constituent of the quantifier undergoes head movement to the quantifier proper.


If Hungarian has head movement inside the DP, then it is, at least in this respect, similar to other languages in allowing these opeorations. However differences from Q-movement in other languages are also presented and analyzed, such the case of wh-phrases, cf.:

(3)
[Mi új-at/érdekes-et ]

olvas-t-ál?


what new/interesting-ACC 
red-PAST-2SG


'What have you read that was new/interesting?'
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